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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LINDER).
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Mr. LINDER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Griffin Bell was a friend of mine for
maybe 20 years and a decent human
being. I'm not going to go back and re-
flect on his contributions to his city,
his State or his Nation. Mr. JOHNSON
and Mr. POE have already done that.

He served in many capacities in a de-
cent way, but I just want to get some-
thing in the record. You never, ever
will understand Griffin Bell until you
understand what a wonderful sense of
humor he had.

I moved to Georgia from Minnesota
in 1969, almost 40 years ago, and one of
the things we have in the South is re-
spect for story telling and great good
humor. And I have never heard a better
one than Griffin Bell. And some of the
stories he told me about he and Charlie
Kirbo, who was another of President
Carter’s close personal advisers, as
partners representing companies and
individuals were just hilarious.

I want you to know that the Nation
is going to miss a great man, and those
of us who knew him are missing a great
humorist.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time,
and I have no more speakers.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of this H. Res, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I can think of no man who deserves
these accolades who is greater than the
late Judge Griffin Bell, and I look for-
ward to this measure passing.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
want to commend my friend and colleague
Representative JACK KINGSTON for introducing
this resolution to commemorate the life of—
one of the giants in the legal community of
Georgia and the Nation—Giriffin Boyette Bell.
His passing is a great loss to me, his family,
and the country he proudly served. We have
lost a true friend and a prominent leader. Mr.
Bell's distinguished service as a civil rights ad-
vocate, U.S. attorney general, World War I
veteran, and Federal judge reflects his lifelong
commitment to public service and the Amer-
ican people.

Born in Americus Georgia, Mr. Bell, the only
son of a farmer, dedicated his life to helping
others. Following his Army service in the
Quartermaster and Transportation Corps dur-
ing World War |l, Griffin Bell attended the
Georgia Southwestern College and went on to
law school at Mercer College. Even before
graduating, he passed the Georgia Bar and
served as city attorney of Warner Robins,
Georgia.

Following law school, he set up a successful
practice in Savannah and Rome and soon
was invited to become a partner at the promi-
nent law firm of King & Spalding. Griffin Bell
could not stay out of public service for long.
Shortly after the election of President Ken-
nedy, he accepted an appointment to the Fifth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

As a judge on the Fifth U.S. Circuit, Griffin
Bell acted as a guardian of our constitutional
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rights and stood in strong opposition to seg-
regation and discrimination. Later, as Presi-
dent Carter's Attorney General, he was an
independent advocate of justice. Watergate
was still fresh in people’s minds, and Griffin
Bell focused on eliminating official corruption.
After his work as attorney general, he returned
to King & Spalding, but still continued to be
active in the public sphere. He served on the
State’s Advisory Committee on South Africa,
President George H.W. Bush’s Commission
on Federal Ethics Law Reform, and was ap-
pointed the Chief Judge of the United States
Court of Military Commission Review.

Throughout his career in public service,
people from all walks of life—rich and poor,
black and white, Democrat and Republican—
benefited from his insight and wise counsel.
He strove to bring people together and resolve
differences in a fair and pragmatic manner.
Put simply, he was a model of integrity. He
was a strong influence in my own life and was
an inspiring mentor to countless numbers of
young people over the years. Griffin Bell was
looked up to and loved by everyone, and he
will be greatly missed.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 71.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————————

MISSING ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
PATIENT ALERT PROGRAM RE-
AUTHORIZATION OF 2009

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 908) to amend the
Violent Crime Control and Law En-
forcement Act of 1994 to reauthorize
the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Pa-
tient Alert Program.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 908

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Missing Alz-
heimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program Re-
authorization of 2009.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE MISSING ALZ-
HEIMER’S DISEASE PATIENT ALERT
PROGRAM.

Section 240001 of the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C.
14181) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as
follows:
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‘‘(a) GRANT.—Subject to the availability of
appropriations to carry out this section, the
Attorney General, through the Bureau of
Justice Assistance and in consultation with
the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
shall award competitive grants to nonprofit
organizations to assist such organizations in
paying for the costs of planning, designing,
establishing, and operating locally based,
proactive programs to protect and locate
missing patients with Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias and other missing el-
derly individuals.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘competitive’ after ‘‘to
receive a’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
sentence: ‘‘“The Attorney General shall peri-
odically solicit applications for grants under
this section by publishing a request for ap-
plications in the Federal Register and by
posting such a request on the website of the
Department of Justice.”’;

(3) by amending subsection (c) to read as
follows:

‘‘(c) PREFERENCE.—In awarding grants
under subsection (a), the Attorney General
shall give preference to national nonprofit
organizations that have a direct link to pa-
tients, and families of patients, with Alz-
heimer’s disease and related dementias.”’;
and

(4) by amending subsection (d) to read as
follows:

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $5,000,000 for each of
the fiscal years 2010 through 2016.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we come to the floor
with three elder justice bills, each with
bipartisan support, and each address-
ing, in different ways, serious problems
faced by our ever-expanding aging pop-
ulation. These problems range from de-
mentia, and elders who ‘‘go missing,”
to neglect, financial exploitation, and
physical abuse. The three bills we are
considering today address these crit-
ical problems.

The bill before us now, H.R. 908, the
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient
Alert Program Reauthorization of 2009,
addresses the serious problem of sen-
iors who go missing each year as a re-
sult of dementia. It passed the House
on suspension last September, but Con-
gress adjourned before the Senate
could consider it.

The Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Pa-
tient Alert Program was created in
1994, and while Congress has continued
to support and fund it, its formal au-
thorization expired in 1998.



